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Bringing Korean literature
to an international audience



Let’s talk…
We are always delighted to meet 
authors, publishers and agents, 
and are happy to talk about Linco 
Press’s existing titles and discuss 
any partnership and/or licensing 
opportunities. We are also looking to 
take interesting international titles to 
the South Korean market. To arrange 
a meeting or discuss things further, 
please email Natalia Kovaleva at 
Natalia@lincopress.com.



OUT NOW!
David Jeon’s gripping new novel  
A Contract with God – The Voice  
(Volume 1) 

What would you do to achieve your life’s 
ambition? Give up sleep? Give up women? Make 
a deal with God? Hungry for success at medical 
school, David does just this, but it is a pact that 
will drive him to the brink of madness. This semi-
autobiographical novel is a fascinating insight 
into the pressures of growing up in contemporary 
Korea. Find out more about the book and the 
author inside.

IN PROGRESS
Jo, Jung Rae: Taebaek Sanmaek  
(ten volumes in translation)
Fiction | History | Korea

Taebaek Sanmaek: Volume 1 -  
A Dawn without Sunrise 
Publication date: April 2013

Kim, Jeongbin: Six Months with Buddha 
Fiction | Buddhism
Publication date: August 2013

Joh, Myeong: A History of Commerce: 
Europe and Beyond 
Non-Fiction | History | Business and trade
Publication date: March 2013

Content without borders
Brining Korean literature  
to a new audience

Linco Press brings works by Korean authors 
to an international audience. We are a young, 
independent publisher from the United Kingdom. 
We publish works by both established and 
emerging Korean authors in English, as well as 
other languages. True enthusiasts in our field, 
we believe that translated literature offers a 
refreshingly different and new perspective, 
deepening our understanding of the world in 
which we live. 

There is always a thirst for new ideas expressed 
in new ways – and Linco Press looks to feed that 
with a range of exciting literature that will provide 
startlingly fresh insights as they reach Western 
audiences for the first time.

Natalia Kovaleva 
Director | Linco Press
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Jo, Jung Rae (조정래)

Taebaek Sanmaek (ten volumes) 
Fiction | History | Korea
ISBN: to be announced

Taebaek Sanmaek:  
Volume 1 - A Dawn without Sunrise 
ISBN: 978-0-9574207-3-1 | 978-0-9574207-4-8 
Publication date: April 2013

The author
Jung Rae Jo was born on 17 August 1943 in 
Seungjugun, Chollanamdo province, South Korea, 
in a Buddhist temple 
called Seonamsa. 
As a boy, he went 
to Seojung primary 
school in Gwangju 
and to Boseong High 
School in Seoul. After 
graduating from 
high school in 1962, 
Jo studied Korean 
literature at Dongguk 
University in Seoul. 
In 1967, Jo married 
Johae Kim – a poet. 

After a successful debut in Hyundae Munhak 
magazine in 1970 with two short stories, False 
Accusations and The Journey of a Teacher, Jung 
Rae Jo has written essays, short stories, novellas 
and novels addressing the problems that face 
modern Korean society and the turbulent history 
of the Korean peninsula. 

He has embraced a number of genres, writing for 
various audiences including young adults, with 
biographies of well-known Koreans, including 
King Sejon, Admiral Lee Sunsin and leader of the 
Korean Independence Movement, Kim Koo. 

In 1973, Jo became a chief editor of Wolgan 
Munhak journal and by 1976, was a publisher 
of Soseol Munye, another monthly literary 
magazine. Two years later, he founded a 
publishing company – Munyesa – which he 
headed until 1980. From 1985 until 1989, Jo 
worked for Hanguk Munhak Weekly. By then, 
he had entered a new stage of his literary 
career. Since that time, Jo’s main focus has 
been on modern Korean history. Jung Rae Jo’s 
novel Playing with Fire published in 1983 was a 

turning point, after which his attention has been 
on Korea’s national devastating drama – the 
division of one nation into two separate states 
with opposing ideologies. Through his novels, 
Jo expresses the tragedy of the divided Korean 
nation and searches for reconciliation. 

Jung Rae Jo’s ten-volume novel, Taebaek 
Sanmaek, was published in South Korea between 
1986-1989. It is his most significant work to date 
and, with searing realism and sincerity, it portrays 
the confusion and brutality of Korea’s first years 
after the Second World War and its liberation 
from Japanese colonisation. The Taebaek 
Sanmaek series was followed by Arirang in 1994 
and The River Han in 2008, which went on to 
address more recent periods in Korea’s history.

Jung Rae Jo has won a number of prestigious 
prizes for his work, including: Hyundae Munhak 
Sang for Land of Exile in 1981; Taehanminguk 
Munhak Sang for Doors of Humanity in 1982; 
Soseol Munhak Jakpum Sang for Myeari Myeari in 
1984; Tanje Munhak Sang for Taebaek Sanmaek in 
1991; and Nosin Munhak Sang in 1998. 

Some of Jung Rae Jo’s works have been turned 
into a film and an opera. His novel The Complete 
Writings of Buddhism was adapted as an opera 
in South Korea last year; and his novel Taebaek 
Sanmaek was made into a film, The Taebaek 
Mountains, by Im Kwon Taek in 1994. The film 
received Blue Dragon Award (1994) in Best Film 
category and was nominated for Golden Bear 
Award at 45th Berlin International Film Festival 
the following year. Finally, in November 2008, 
based on Taebaek Sanmaek novel, the Taebaek 
Mountain Range Literature Museum was opened 
in the village of Beolgyo in South Korea – where 
Jung Rae Jo’s novel is set. 

The book 
The highly-acclaimed Taebaek Sanmaek volumes 
have sold seven million copies in South Korea 
alone. The novel has since been translated 
into Japanese, French and Chinese and is now 
coming to an English-speaking audience for 
the first time. Based on painstaking historical 
research, it is set in South Korea in the three 
years after its liberation from Japanese rule in 
1945. During that time, Korean society became 
divided and different political and ideological 
groups clashed in their struggle to obtain power 
over Korea’s future. 

In the first volume of the novel, the story 
unfolds in a small village called Beolgyo in the 

Featured author



southern part of the Korean peninsula, and is 
representative of the conflict, confusion and 
turbulence that affected everyone in Korea at 
that time.  

After the 1945 liberation, a communist state was 
being built in the north of the Korean peninsula 
under the influence of the Soviet Union and 
China. Meanwhile, in the south, a capitalist 
society was fostered by the United States. 

In October 1948, South Korea’s government troops 
forced out the Left-wing group that had seized 
control of the village of Beolgyo in the south. 

Inspired by communist ideology, the pro-
Left forces had been killing many wealthy 
villagers and those who supported the colonial 
government during the Japanese occupation. 
The Left-wing leaders – Sang Jin Yeom, Dae Chi 
Ha, Chang Min Ahn, Ha Seop Jeong – had to flee 
to the Taebaek Mountains to escape retribution. 
But, under order from his leaders, Ha Seop Jeong 
secretly returns. He stays in the house on the 
village outskirts belonging to a shaman. There, he 

meets So Hwa, the shaman’s daughter, and falls 
in love.

Meanwhile, the division in the village’s society 
deepens, with nightmarish consequences. Sang 
Gu Yeom, a younger brother of the Left-wing 
leader Sang Jin Yeom, is the head of the far-
Right political group. In the village, he forms 
an organisation to fight the Left-wingers. His 
methods of destroying communists and their 
potential supporters – many of them members of 
his own family – are shockingly brutal and violent. 
In one instance, Sang Gu Yeom and his henchmen 
destroy the house of a partisan and rape his wife. 

In his struggle to extinguish communism in the 
village, Sang Gu Yeom is supported by the South 
Korea’s government military and police. 

But it is not only those with strong political 
passions who fall victims to the conflict, but 
those attempting to stay neutral, too. Among 
them is Beomu Kim, a son of a respected and 
influential village elder, who identifies himself as 
a nationalist. Appalled at what villagers will do in 
the name of political ideology, Beomu Kim tries 
to resolve the situation by helping government 
official Ikseung Choi, who has been sent to 
Beolgyo to investigate the violence. His efforts 
are to prove fruitless. Ikseung Choi has his own 
agenda and Beomu Kim is accused of being a 
Red spy and imprisoned.

Taebaek Sanmaek is regarded as one of the 
most influential novels in South Korea today. It 
embodies the sorrow and pain the Korean nation 
had to undergo as a result of the ideological 
opposition within the society. Amid the politics 
is the personal – the book examines how even as 
confusion and chaos prevail, love can survive and 
how those who lived through such terrible events 
learnt to overcome their suffering. 

Jung Rae Jo’s evocative language entices the 
reader into the novel, as we relive characters’ 
feelings, emotions, doubts and anger as well as 
enjoy their brief moments of happiness. 

Taebaek Sanmaek explains how Korea became a 
divided nation – and why the communist promise 
was such a temptation for many at that time. As 
Korea comes increasingly under the international 
spotlight, this book holds messages and lessons 
today, as well as providing an unflinching 
examination of how ideology and politics can 
drive families, friends and the very fabric of 
society itself apart. 



Jeon, David (전동수) 

A Contract with God –  
The Voice 
Fiction | Christianity 
ISBN: 978-0-9574207-1-7 | 978-0-9574207-0-0 | 
978-0-9574207-2-4
Publication date: 1 October 2012

The author
A graduate of the 
College of Medicine 
at Korea University, 
David Jeon works 
as a doctor at his 
clinic in central Seoul. 
Although fictional, 
A Contract with God 
is based on Jeon’s 
life as a student 
doctor, volunteering 
and doing national 
service. He wrote 
it in the hope of contributing to a better, more 
peaceful society than the one he experienced 
growing up, studying and training. 

This is Jeon’s first book. The second volume is 
due to be published in November this year. 

The book
David is a perfectionist – in all things. Under 
pressure to get into medical school in Seoul, 
he makes a deal with God that is to haunt him 
for the rest of his life. Alienating himself from 
women, his life is devoted to medicine and 
helping patients, until a text message changes 
everything. He doesn’t even believe in God. So 
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Out now

why does he start hearing a mysterious voice, 
warning him of things to come? When the voice’s 
prophecies start to come true, despair brings him 
to the brink of madness.

A fascinating insight into the pressures of one 
man’s growing up in contemporary Korea. An 
angst-ridden story of life, love and duty. And the 
voice. 



A Contract with God – The Voice
Excerpt from Chapter 1 Die Once

I never knew that any human response to news 
could be so intense. I kind of expected it, but 
I never imagined that I would be so unable to 
control myself, when faced with the reality. How 
many times can circumstances cause a man to 
lose control of his own reason and emotion? How 
can such hopeless situations occur several times 
in a single lifetime? 

I tried so hard! I thought I had eliminated all 
possibility of my hearing this news, but I ended 
up hearing it anyway. While I repeated to myself, 
over and over, that it wasn’t a big deal, I still 
blamed myself, and l lost self-control in the face 
of this uncontrollable situation. I never imagined 
that I would be in such bad circumstances, or 
that they would influence my life for so long 
afterwards. 

I heard a voice telling me it was entirely my fault. 
Then the events of seven years ago started to 
play back, over and over in my mind, like a video. 
I remembered every detail: all the memories of 
conversations and even facial expressions that 
I had thought forgotten. It all came back to me 
as images: such thoughts being gathered in the 
brain and re-structured in the visual area of the 
occipital lobe. 

I was tormented by an irregular heartbeat. 
I started to sometimes feel acid reflux, and 
would retch uncontrollably. I began to skip 
meals, thinking that I didn’t deserve to eat. I 
couldn’t sleep, because my head was filled with 
endless self-blame and an insidious, evil voice. I 
start hating bright light and would rather be in 
darkness. I was unable to sit still, continuously 
moving or pacing around the room. If I sat still for 
even a moment, I felt nervous and was flooded 
with endless thoughts, asking myself why I acted 
the way I did at the time, instead of believing in 
God. The resulting self-reflection and self-hatred 
led me into a chaotic world, in which I could 
not control the torrent of voices and images in 
my brain. I started wondering what the current 
situation would be, had I not made such a choice 
seven years ago.

If I sat still, even for a moment, an endless 
surge of anxiety that I might die overcame me. 
I desperately wished I could erase all the events 
that had happened. An idea sprang to mind: if 
only I could eliminate these memories, like in the 
film Eternal Sunshine, using electrotherapy, just 
as I had witnessed when working as an intern in 
the Psychiatry Department, I would have paid 
any price. I made this desperate wish tens of 
thousands of times a day. It was only the fact that 
my parents worried about me and asked me if I 
was all right that kept me from completely losing 
my mind. 

I felt a great amount of pain, alternating between 
my shoulder and my chest. I kept banging my 
chest because this pain was tearing my heart 
apart. I kept asking myself what the purpose 
of my life was, which just plunged me into the 
depths of despair. Endless images of the past 
continuously projected from my brain to my 
eyes. I wondered how many people in the world 
experienced this kind of pain. Of course, there 
might have been many whose pain was greater, 
but I dared to think that mine was no less than 
others’. I took the pain seriously and was really 
losing confidence in my ability to endure it. This, 
and the belief that God gives everybody only as 
much pain as they can bear, all crumbled into lies 
and hypocrisy in the face of my reality, leaving 
me with only endless pain. 

Darkness was my only consolation: endlessly 
pacing around in the dark, quiet environment of 
my room. Any light irritated me. I was scared of 
going out. Any human voice, other than family 
members’ grated on me and brought back 
memories of the voice I heard before. 

I kept thinking – “Why did I do that?” 

I was filled with guilt.



Discover Buddhist fiction  
with Linco Press.



Kim, Jeongbin (김정빈) 

Six Months with Buddha
Fiction | Buddhism
ISBN: 978-0-9574207-6-2 
Publication date: August 2013

The author
Born in South Korea 
in 1952, Jeongbin Kim 
made his debut as a 
writer in 1980 and, 
by 1985, Kim’s book 
Tan became his first 
bestseller, selling 
more than 400,000 
copies in South Korea. 
After that Kim has 
written more than 
68 novels and short 
stories, both fiction 
and non-fiction, dedicated to Buddhism. Kim has 
been a dedicated student of Buddhism for more 
than 25 years and is now a renowned expert 
in South Korea, giving lectures and talks on 
Buddhist teachings, philosophy and its relevance 
to people’s daily lives. 

The book
Kim’s most recent novel, Six Months with Buddha 
(Soseolgyong, as it is pronounced in Korean) is 
the fruition of his life-long study and practice of 
Buddhism. 

It tells the story of a young couple, Raja and 
Sirima, and their journey to become Buddha’s 
followers. Written in a simple and engaging style, 
the book embeds the philosophy and principles 
of Buddhism into fiction. 

In writing Six Months with Buddha, Kim 
was inspired by famous Christian literature 
masterpieces such as Dante’s The Divine Comedy 
and Goethe’s Faust. More than just a simple 
recollection of Buddhist principles or a practical 
guide, Six Months with Buddha is designed to 
mark the start of a new breed of Buddhist fiction 
that follows in the footsteps of these greats.

Coming soon…



Joh, Myeong (조명계)

A History of Commerce:  
Europe and Beyond 
Non-Fiction | History | Business and trade
ISBN: 978-0-9574207-8-6 | 978-0-9574207-9-3
Publication date: March 2013

The author
Myeong Joh 
is currently a 
professor at Hongik 
University in South 
Korea teaching 
MBS in Culture and 
Art. Joh received 
his PhD in Business 
Administration 
from Business 
School Lausanne 
in Switzerland. 
His academic and 
research interests 
include 17th to 19th century art markets, art 
marketing, and urban culture regeneration. In 
the past, to share and deepen his expertise in 
art markets, Joh worked as a vice-president for 
Sotheby’s Asia. At present, he runs the Centre 
for Artists Community voluntary organisation in 
South Korea which provides marketing education 
and mentoring for aspiring artists. In South 
Korea, two of Joh’s books, Culture Management 
and Strategic Marketing, were published in 2006. 
Myeong Joh has also contributed as a translator 
for Super Collector: A Critique of Charles Saatchi, 
which was published in Korean in 2011. 

The book
Who is going to rule the world of work in the 
21st century? The answer could be found in 
history books. In A History of Commerce: Europe 
and Beyond, Myeong Joh offers an intriguing 
Asian scholar’s perspective on the 500 years 
of the commercial history of the West. In ten 

chronological chapters, Joh leads the reader 
from the Middle Ages through to the beginning 
of commercialisation. 

Until the 1500s, it was the East that were the 
kings of world trade. But gradually, different 
trade leaders began to emerge: Spain in the 16th 
century; Netherlands in the 17th; England in the 
19th century and, by the end of the 20th century, 
the United States. So who will be world leaders of 
commercial trade in the future? What factors will 
come into play? According to Joh, there will be 
no single leader; instead, different countries will 
engage in a complex interplay of trade interest 
and policies, each with its own distinctive role.

Coming soon…
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Our other work in progress…
…is our website! www.lincopress.
com is being upgraded at the 
moment; please check out our new, 
informative, user-friendly site from 
31 October. 



You’ll also find us at Frankfurt Book 
Fair from 10-14 October, Stand K926, 
Hall 8.0 – please come and say hello.

How to contact Linco Press…
Linco Press (Linco Global Ltd) | 145-157 St John Street, London EC1V 4PY, United Kingdom 
Tel: +44(0)20 3286 5238 | Email: info@lincopress.com | Web: lincopress.com

Linco Press is the successor of the Knowledge Pen publishing department.


